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Sry Art hy Takehiko Inoue 


Based on the novel “Musashi” by Eiji Yoshikawa 


YOUR WAR 
DESTROYED 
OUR VILLAGE. 
YOU'VE 
EARNED OUR 
HATRED. 4) 
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Is 
TERRIBLE 
ut 


HE CAN'T 
HEAR AND HE 
CAN'T TALK. HE 
CAN'T EXPLAIN 
WHO HE IS// 





SENSEI, 
YOU TAKE 
KOJIRO 
INTO A 
BATTLEFIELD 


DELIBERATELY \ == THEN You 
THROWING A J} PROVOKE 
THE SOLDIERS 
TO ATTACK 
HIM. 


TO LEAVE 
HIM TO 
DIE. 















“YOURE 
NOT READY 
FOR THE 
STAGE 
YET.” 








«NOR 
ONE OF 






TECHNIQUE 





















ID 
PREFER NOT 
TO HAVE 
SOME GREEN 
SWORDSMAN 
GET IN MY 
WAY. 





. THEY RE 
JUST 
OUT TO 


~» TEEMING 
WITH HATRED 
AND DISDAIN 
FOR THE 
SOLDIERS 
RESPONSIBLE 
FOR THEIR 
_ LOSSES. 


THEY SEEK 
RETRIBUTION 


FOR EVERYTHING \/ 
THEY LOST AS f 

A CONSEQUENCE | 
OF THIS WAR. / 





THERE 
ARE MORE | 
PEOPLE 





AND IN THIS 
POST-WAR 
ANARCHY, THEIR 
HATRED EXPLODES 
INTO A 
BLOODTHIRSTY 
DRIVE... 


__ 





“SLAUGHTER 
ALL 
SAMURAI...” 





\ | PLIRPOSE. 7 


Zz Y KOJIRO 
273% Must NOW 


( 


FIGHT FOR 
HIS OWN 
SURVIVAL! 

















you 
HAVE TO 
SAVE YOURSELF 
BEFORE YOU 
EVEN THINK OF 
HELPING OTHERS, 


7 % 5 |, DIE HERE 
NoT par (Py ‘ 7 IN THIS 
FIFTEEN// ends is p EEAeen 





I STILL 

DEVELO? MY 

READY FOR 

THE STAGE || Noe” 
IN DUE Z FIGHTING 



































TORCHES 
ARE 


LEAPING 


LENGING THERE 
THEIR ARE OTHER 
FATES. SURVIVORS, 





IN NO 
CONDITION 
TO WALK, 


SHINJIRO. 2 


THIS 
/ 1S AN 
OPPORTUNITY 
FOR US TO 
ESCAPE. 
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IF HE IS 
CAUGHT 











YOURE \ 
JEOPARDIZING \ 
YOUR OWN ] 
LIFE, KOUN. / 














(FOR THEM, IT'S NO 
TEST OF SKILL...) 






























WHAT 
ABOUT 


KOJIRO ) 








I MANAGED 
TO SURVIVE 
BECAUSE I 
STAYED BY 








KOJIRO 
WAS ALL 
By 
HIMSELF... 





DRENCHED BY 
THE RAIN, HE ARMORED 2 
WAS CHASED SOLDIERS 4 
DOWN BY a 
THOSE SAMURAI 
HUNTERS. 





HE HAD 
NO WATER, 


Y EVEN UNDER- 
STANDING 














BELIEVE | 
IT OR NOT, 
EVERYONE IN 
MY VILLAGE 
FEARED 














ACTED LIKE 
A BULLY. 


THE KIDS 
AND EVEN 
THE ADULTS 
WERE ALL 
TERRIFIED fa 

OF ME... fe 


ney 
ALL 


SHUNNED  } 
ME. % 


HAVE ANY 
FRIENDS. 








a Sy 
/ KOJIRO, |} 
YOU WERE 


MY FIRST 
\ FRIEND. 












b/” FALLEN 
WARRIORS _ \ 
WON'T ALWAYS 











1 KNOW ON,. 


SURVIVE 
THIS. 



























































































WE'VE 
CLIMBED 


TOSHIMUNE, 
IS OSAKA 
BEYOND 

THIS 

PEAK? 














BUT 
WE'VE 
ALREADY 
WALKED 





OSAKA 
ISN'T JUST 
THE NEXT 
VILLAGE 


COM MUST HAVE 
er tad TAKEN THIS 
WALK on, PATH TOO. 


KOUN. ; aa 








DAWN'S 
APPROACH- 
































SHINJIRO... 





EVEN IF YOU 
DIE, YOU 
HEAR? 














ARE GOING 
TO GET A 
BIT WILD. 














i REFLIGEES 
FROM THE 
WEST HAVE 

BEEN 
PLITTING LP 
QUITE A 
FIGHT. 


WE 
SUFFERED 
SOME 
CASUALTIES. 





ON. WHO 
THE HELL 
ARE YOU 
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HE'S THE 























--B 
SHATTER! 
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SERVE HIM... 


‘ AND MAKE A 


NAME FOR 
MYSELF. 


KX 7 











pe 
IF WE 
f MAKE IT 
CONTINUE \y-; PAST THIS 
To = 
FLOURISH. 





DESPITE 
OUR 
LOWLY 


\ ORIGINS... 


nee + HE 

mw COMMENDED 

a OLIR SWORDS- ff 
a MANSHIP. 












i ..AND 
Ba TOSHIMLINE 
y WERE 
BORN AS 
FARMERS. 





WE WERE 
DESTINED TO 
BE PEASANTS 

ALL OUR LIVES, 
BUT OUR LORD 
TOOK US IN. 
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#168] Over the Mountain 








WAS THAT 
TOSHIMUNE 
2! 
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ALL 
RIGHT, 
WE BROKE 
THEIR 
FORMATION 
NW | 


‘3 





























LONG AS 
WERE TO THE 
SIDE OF THESE 

BAMBOO 


\ SPEAR TIPS, ( 


THEY'RE 
TOO CROWDED 
TOGETHER AND 

CRAMPED BY 

THE TREES TO 

SWING THEIR 
SPEARS 
AROUND. 





BUT THESE 
PEASANTS 
DON'T HAVE 
MUCH 
FIGHTING 
THEY'LL EXPERIENCE. 
CLING TO 
THEIR PRECIOUS 
WEAPONS 
EVEN AS 
THEY DIE. 





\ THEY 
OUTNUMBER 
US SO. WED BE 
IN TROUBLE IF 
THEY THREW DOWN 
THEIR SPEARS AND 
ATTACKED US 
WITH THEIR 
BARE HANDS. 





BESIDES, 
OUR HEADS : 
AREN'T FARMS 


WON'T BE 
WORTH TAXED AS 
; HEAVILY! (22 








iPr apy 
KOLIN'S} SWORD, 
ISJMIGHTY 
ALMOST) DEMONIC: 


yl AMA 


SWORDSMANg 
SHIRA 


A’SAMURAI 
ADMIRING A 
PEASANTS 
SWORDSMAN- 
SHIP. 




















IT SHOULD 
HAVE BEEN 
ME. I 
SHOULD BE 
DEAD. 






































(WASN'T ABLE 
TO REMOVE 


/ 

















WHY 
SHOULDN'T 
THERE BE A 

GIFTED 
FIGHTER 
AMONGST 
PEASANTS? 



























































WE CAN'T 
LEAVE 
THEM 

BEHIND, NOW 

CAN WE? 

















X\ 


ONCE 
WE'RE 
BEYOND 
IT WE'LL 
REACH OUR 


LORD.../! 
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FOOD OR 
wae TT WILL BE pelts 
FHC ACE FAT 
oe east, 








I WONDER 


GIVE US SOME 
WATER AND 




















IT'S BEEN 
RANSACKED 


KOJIRO'S 
STILL 
ALIVE... 





IT'S ONLY 
WHEN A 
SPEAR TEARS 
OPEN YOUR 
STOMACH.. 


YOU'RE TOO 
EXHALISTED 


IT'S A BEASTS 
INSTINCT 





TO STRUGGLE 
FOR 


Sas 


PSum 


SURVIVAL. 


YOU'VE BEEN 
BROUGHT 
TO THE BRINK 
OF YOUR 


MORTALITY, 


LEARN TRUE 
FEAR ONLY 
WHEN YOUR 
LIFE IS ON 
THE EDGE. 












HE 
MUST HAVE 
BEEN 


HE ISN'T 
REALLY OUR 
ENEMY. 


aa? 
HE'S 
COMPLETELY 
EXHAUSTED. 


























HE PROBABLY 
THINKS WE'RE 
NO DIFFERENT 
FROM THOSE 
THAT TRIED TO 
KILL HIM. 
EARLIER. 







































THE 















PEASANTS 
a DEFECATE IN 
A THEIR WELLS TO 
CONTAMINATE THE | RX, 
SMALL ACT WATER SO THAT 
OF REVENGE *{ _ANY INVADERS 
FOR THEIR DRINKING FROM 






LAND RAVAGED / 1T WILL FALL 



























































I 
EXPLAINED 
LAST 
NIGHT! 


ZL 





WE 
MADE A 
DECISION 
LAST 
NIGHT. 


MAKE 

HASTE 

TO BE 
REUNITED 

















~ / PERHAPS 
I_ASK 
THE 










BO 


/ AS 
IF YOURE 
TERRIFIED... 








EXPERIENCE 
HAS TAUGHT 
ME THAT ONLY 
THE STRONGEST 
OF FIGHTERS... 








SUCH 


( --DISPLAY 
FRIGHT. 


\ 








...FOLLOWED 
BY THE BREAK 
OF DAWN DID 
NOT PROVIDE 
| A MOMENTS |. 
A REPRIEVE FOR 
KOJIRO... 











LUINRELENTING /gfAj 
¥) 


AND OUT 
TO KILL... 








KOJIRO 
FINALLY 
CAME TO 
KNOW THE 
NATURE OF 
TRUE FEAR. 


OUT HERE 
DEEP 


IN THE 
MOLINTAINS.. 
























THEN “ 
YOU MUST 
COME UP 
WITH THE 
COURAGE TO 
TRANSCEND 














WHEN YOU'RE 
ON THE 





MASTER... 
ARE YOU 
FEARFUL 












FEAR AND 
STRENGTH 
DON'T 
NECESSARILY 
CONFLICT. 


























MOLINTAINS 
PROVIDED 
KOJIRO WITH 
WHAT WAS 
MISSING IN 
Y 





cru aa ’ 











#170 | Strands of the Departed 

































AS A 
VETERAN | 
WARRIOR, | 


| My 
\ INSTINCTS 
TELL ME... 





THERE'S 
SOMETHING 
ABOUT YOU 

THAT I 
JUST CAN'T 

IGNORE. 





























SADAKORE 






































BUT AT 
LEAST ONE 
OF US MUST 
SURVIVE AND 
RETURN TO 
OUR LORD. 


ALL OF US TO 
MAKE IT TO 
OSAKA TOGETHER 
HAS BEEN 
CRUSHED. 


WE'RE 
STILL BEING 





I 
ITS ONLY 
POSSIBLE 
FOR THERE 
TO BE A SOLE 
SURVIVOR... 













YOU ARE THE 
YOUNGEST, 
YOU CAN 
SERVE OUR 
LORD THE 








CHANCE 
FOR 
SURVIVAL. 
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BUT WHY 
AM I MOST 
LIKELY TO 
SURVIVE? 























YOU THINK 


KOUN WHILE 
HE'S CARRYING 
| SHINJIRO ON 


YOU'D LOSE To \ 


\ 








ITD BE 
DIFFERENT 
IF WE WERE 

TO CUT 

SHINJIRO 
DOWN HERE 
AND NOW. 


AHEAD 
AND KILL 
ME, KOUN 














HOW WILL 
YOU SURVIVE 
BEARING 
THE WEIGHT 
OF A MAN 

WHO CALLS 
OUT FOR 
HIS OWN 

DEATH? 





THEY'RE 
MEMENTOS 
OF UGEN 
AND 
TOSHIMUNE. 














You 

( MUST 
SURVIVE 

| AND DELIVER 
THEM TO 
















CASE, I 
SHOULD BE 
THE FIRST 
TO DIE. 





























SOME 
- SAY THAT 
a FLEEING 
j : eS 4 IS A FORM 
/ THATS \ ; \\ OF WINNING. 
| ONE STRATEGY _ / 
TO TAKE WHEN 


YOU HAVE BEEN 
DISARMED. S 





























YOU MUST 
COMMIT AND 
BE PREPARED 


CANT BE 
HALF- 
HEARTED. 








you 
FINALLY 
HAD A 
CHANCE 
TO DEFEAT 
























IT DOESN'T 
MATTER 
THAT WE 

WERE ONLY 
SPARRING. 

YOU WEREN'T 

COMMITTED 

ENOUGH TO 













\ll 
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Zi S : ‘ Ae cA - 
















SADAKORE 
WILL BE 
UPSET IF 
WE GO 

BACK... 


: <0 YOU NOTIC! 









WHETHER 


HURRY, 
ICHIZO. 


























YOu 
WEREN'T 
PREPARING 
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Soe 


UNITY. 





aon 
‘IVE 


DEDICATED 
MOST OF MY 
LIFE FIGHTING 
WARS THROUGH 

THESE 

TURBULENT 

\._ TIMES... 





























TRYING 
TO TELL 
x ME 
SOMETHING 
? 





4 
— 






























ARE YOU 
TRYING 
TO PUT ME 
UNDER SOME 






/ OR DO 
| 1 ALREADY 
HAVE ONE 
FOOT 
IN THE / 
GRAVE? 











/ IN FACT, 
(1 DID INDEED | 
| JUST HAVE 
\ A STRANGE 














































es WHETHER \ * 
rn YOUR SWORD 
. 1S OF 
ESTEEMED 


LINEAGE 
OR NOT... 






-- YOUR 
MASTER 

TRAINED YOU 
THOROUGHLY. 
OF THAT ITM 
CERTAIN. 














- THE 
SWORD IS 
NOT JUST 


MAN WHO HAS 
DEDICATED 
HIS LIFE TO 
THE WAY... 
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About the Author 


VAGABOND was created by Takehiko Inoue, author 
of the best-selling manga SLAM QUIK, with over 
100 milion copies in print worldwide. Inoue 
received the 2000 Media Arts award for Manga 
{rom the Japanese Ministry of Culture as well as 
the 2000 Kodansha Award for best manga for his, 
work on VAGABOND. In 2002, VAGABOND received 
the prestigious Tezuka award for best manga. Most 
recently, nove has been nominated for a 2003 
Eisner Award for best writer/artist. To date 
VAGABOND has sold over 22 million copies through- 
out the world. In addition to his numerous manga 
tiles, noue also created the character designs for 
the PlayStation basketball game, OME ON ONE 


About VAGABOND and 
Miyamoto Musashi 


Takehiko Inoue's VAGABOND, based on Eiji 
Yoshikawa's novel MUSASH) is a fictional account 
of the life of Miyamoto Musashi (1584-1645). The 
historical figure Miyamoto Musashi, author of the 
philosophical strategy guide A BOOK OF FIVE 
‘RINGS, was a master of the sword and was revered 
as 9 “sword-saint.” He founded the Niten Ichi style 
of sword fighting, which is typified by fighting with 
both long and short swords at once—holding the 
long sword with the right hand and the short sword 
with the let, Musashi was also @ master of the 
“gentler arts'—he was @ master of sume (black ink 
drawings), metalworking, and woodcarving. The 
films that comprise THE SAMURAI TRILOGY directed 
by Hiroshi Inagaki and starring Toshiro Mifune, 
‘were also based on Yoshikawa's MUSASHI. Inspired 
by the huge success of VAGABONO in Japan, in 
2003 NHK produced the historical period drama 
-MUSASHL Riso based on Yoshikawa's novel, this 
drama stars kabuki actor Shinnosuke Ichikawa as 
Musashi and TV star Ryoko Yonekura as Otsu. 





A note on name 


The names presented within the context ofthis 
comic are presented in the traditional Japanese 
‘order—surname followed by first name, “Miyamoto” 
is Miyamoto Musashis last name and “Musashi” is 
his first name, The name of the creator of 
VAGABOND, however, has been presented first 
name first, last name second, “Takehiko’ is the 
author's first name and "Inoue" is his last name. 





Glossary and Extraneous Background 
Information 


Echizen 
Located in the northern part of present-day Fukui Prefecture. 


Ito Ittosai (Dates unknown) 

Founder of the Itto-ryu school of sword fighting. Before establishing his 
own style, Ittosai is said to have studied a variant of the Chujoryu style of 
sword fighting under Kanemaki Jisa’s instruction, 


Muso Gonnosuke (dates unknown) 

Founder of the Shinto Muso-ryu school of martial arts, which mainly utilized 
the wooden staff. Gonnosuke is said to have been one of the many to lose 
to Musashi in a duel. According to some accounts he defeated Musashi in a 
rematch. 


Sasaki Kojiro (dates unknown) 
The legendary archrival of Miyamoto Musashi. Kojiro is believed to have 
studied the Chujo-ryu style of swordsmanship under the instruction of 
either Toda Seigen or Kanemaki Jisai. Kojiro was renowned for his 
Tsubame-gaeshi, or “swallow-cut” technique which was inspired by the 
movement of a swallow in flight, 


The Sengoku Period and the Battle of Sekigahara 

The Warring States or Sengoku period (1482-1558) in Japan was a time of 
chaos and conflict. Central authorities, in the form of the imperial court and 
‘the shogunate, had grown increasingly weaker, and the land was effective- 
ly ruled autonomously by numerous daimyo (domainal lords). Looking to 
expand their spheres of control, the daimyo were constantly at war with 
each other. One daimyo in particular, Oda Nobunaga, set out on a mission to 
unify Japan by means of conquest. Incredibly successful, by the time of his 
assassination in 1582, he managed to control approximately one-third of all 
of Japan. One of Nobunaga's chief generals, Toyotomi Hideyoshi, became 
Nobunaga's successor to carry on the quest for unification. Through a 
process of conquest and conciliation, Hideyoshi succeeded in creating an 
orderly federation amongst the daimyo, and by 1590, order was restored to 
Japan under Hideyoshi's rule. Hideyoshi’s death in 1598, however, present- 
ed the question of succession. Most of the daimyo from the domains in the 
west remained loyal to the Toyotomi Clan and its five-year-old heir, 


Toyotomi Hideyori, Tokugawa leyasu, however, leading the major daimyo 
from central and eastern Japan, challenged the Toyotomi clan’s leadership, 
The two sides clashed at the Battle of Sekigahara (1600) in Mino (located 
in present-day Gifu Prefecture) where the Tokugawa claimed an overwhelm- 
ing victory. From that point on, the Tokugawa clan would effectively rule 
Japan for the next 250 years. 


Shinmen Takezo 
Miyamoto Musashi’s boyhood name 


Takuan Soho (1573-1645) 

A monk of the Rinzai sect of Zen Buddhism, by the time Takuan was thirty- 
seven, he was appointed abbot of the leading temple of the Rinzai sect, 
Daitokuji. Takuan was an important figure whose acute and brutally honest 
advice was sought by influential and powerful figures such as Emperor Go 
Mizuno and the shogun Tokugawa lemitsu. His correspondence to Yagyu 
Munenori discussing Zen and swordsmanship entitled THE UNFETTERED 
‘MIND has become an influential treatise in both the areas of philosophy 
and martial arts. The pickled daikon radish, fakuan, also bears his name 


The Yagyu Clan 

Yagyu Muneyoshi Sekishusai (1527-1606) was the founder 

of the famed Yagyu-Shinkage school of sword fighting. His son Yagyu 
Munenori (1571-1646) was one of Tokugawa's key generals at the Battle 
of Sekigahara, Munenori was appointed as the official fencing instructor of 
the Tokugawa Clan, and in 1632 the Yagyu were appointed as the amet- 
suke—responsible for the surveillance of the daimyo. Although the Yagyu 
clan has been depicted in Kazuo Koike's LONE WOLF AWD CUB as the plat- 
ters of the downfall of Itto Ogami, the general Japanese popular culture 
take on the Yagyu Clan is more positive. More specifically, Munenori’s son, 
Yagyu Jubei (1607-1650), is viewed as a wandering hero protecting the 
people from evildoers. 


Yoshioka Kempo (dates unknown) 

A distinguished warrior during the Sengoku period (1482-1588) and the 
founder of the renowned Yoshioka school of sword fighting. Yoshioka 
Kempo mastered the Kyohachi style of swordmanship and then modified it 
to form the Yoshioka style. In the context of Inoue's VAGABOND, as well as 
in Yoshikawa's MUSASHI, Yoshioka Seijuro and Denshichiro are Kempo's 
sons who are historically thought to have dueled with Miyamoto Musashi 
‘on numerous occasions 


Nominated for a 2003 Eisner Award in the 
category for Best Writer/Artist! 


reads like an Akira Kurosawa film captured on 
the printed page.” 
—Cliff Biggers, Comic Buyer's Guide 


Sasaki Kojiro, renowned for his deadly “swallow-cut,” 
is the:man destined to be sword-saint Miyamoto 
Musashi's greatest rival and opponent in the most 
well-known duel in the annals of Japanese history. But 
for now, Kojiro has been abandoned by his brutal 
master Ito Ittosai, and must contend with the vicious 
refugee hunters and ruthless scavengers that abound 
in the aftermath of the Battle of Sekigahara. 
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